Applecross Medical Group
Integrative Medicine

General consent form for patients receiving Integrative Medicine treatment

I ___________________________, date of birth_______________

of (address)_________________________________________, Phone number ________________
understand that:

· Integrative Medicine is an approach that combines conventional and complementary medicine. Some of the diagnostic tests, treatments and products prescribed by Dr Edna Sun at Applecross Medical Group may be outside the parameters of conventional medicine in Australia.
· Although Integrative Medicine has been used by Integrative Medical Practitioners in Australia and overseas as an effective therapy, it is still considered an unconventional form of treatment by many in Australia. 

I understand that Dr Sun will provide me with sufficient information to make an informed decision about the range of options for both Integrated Medicine treatment and treatment using conventional medicine to help me make an informed choice. 

Dr Sun will inform me:
1. which treatments are supported by empirical and/or scientific knowledge; and 
2. of any known risks associated with using an Integrated Medicine treatment. 

I acknowledge that Integrative Medicine information, data and drug/herb/supplement interaction databases are constantly updated as new research becomes available, and due to the evolving nature of this field unforseen complications and risks may eventuate.

I would like to take responsibility for my health care and to participate as a ‘partner’ in any decision making. I acknowledge the importance of lifestyle and prevention in maintaining good health.

I understand that some of the recommended tests and treatments may not be covered by Medicare or private health insurance funds, and I will be informed of the costs at the time of my consultations with Dr Sun. 

I understand that the consultation fees for integrative medicine consultations are different to normal medical consultations due to the increased time and expertise they require. Currently, a long initial consultation cost $450-$500, standard follow up consultations cost $120-$185, and complex follow up consultations cost $185-$400. Fees are charged based on time and complexity of the consultation.  

I understand that the supplements that Dr Sun recommends are sometimes not TGA approved. However, she would only recommend products that are made by companies that meets GMP standard (which meets FDA (USA) requirements). The reason for this is that many supplements are more readily available in the USA at present. 

I understand that Functional Medicine samples and my personal information may be sent to laboratories based in the United States if testing is unavailable in Australian laboratories. Some laboratories used by Dr Sun are: US Biotek, Doctor's Data, ZRT Laboratory and Pathway Genomics. These American based laboratories are not regulated by the Australian Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) in that Act. By providing this Privacy Consent, I consent to the disclosure of my personal information to these US laboratories on the understanding that if the relevant laboratory engages in any act or practice that contravenes the APPs, Dr Sun would not be accountable under the Privacy Act and I may not be able to seek redress under the Privacy Act.

By signing this document I acknowledge that I have read and understood the information on this form. 

Signature: ___________________________
Date:
